





.090 Substitution of attorneys or assignment of contracts.

The attorneys subject to these standards should not sub-contract with another firm or
attorney to provide representation, except referrals authorized by contract in order to (a)
comply with caseload limitations, or (b) resolve conflicts. To the extent that the court
appointed attorney does refer cases to maintain caseload limitations or for any other
reason authorized by contract, the referral shall be only to an attorney who the court has
determined qualifies to serve as court appointed counsel under these standards for public
defense services.

.100 Minimum qualifications of attorneys.

In order to assure that indigent accused receive the effective assistance of counsel to
which they are constitutionally entitled, court appointed attorneys shall meet the
following minimum professional qualifications: a) be a member in good standing of the
Washington State Bar Association; b) meet the minimum requirements for practicing law
in Washington as determined by the Washington Supreme Court; ¢) complete at least
seven hours of continuing legal education approved by the Washington State Bar
Association Continuing Legal Education Department in the field of criminal law or trial
advocacy within each calendar year; d) have an active, non-suspended, revoked or
otherwise hindered license to practice law in Washington State; €) not have more than
one finding of ineffective assistance of counsel by any court of any jurisdiction within
Washington State, including but not limited to municipal and federal courts; and f) not
have any license or other qualification to practice law in any other jurisdiction suspended,
canceled or revoked or have been disbarred from practicing law in any other jurisdiction.

.110 Representation in specific classes of cases.
In order to serve in each of the following classes of cases, court appointed attorneys
should first meet certain requirements:

1. Death Penalty Representation. Each attorney acting as lead counsel in a death
penalty case should meet the following requirements:
1. The minimum requirements set forth in Section .100; and
2. At least five years criminal trial experience; and
3. Have prior experience as lead counsel in no fewer than nine jury trials of
serious and complex cases which were tried to completion; and
4. Have served as lead or co-counsel in at least one jury trial in which the
death penalty was sought; and
5. Have completed at least one death penalty defense seminar within the
previous two years.
2. Adult Felony Cases - Class A. Each attorney representing a defendant accused of
a Class A felony as defined in RCW 9A.20.020 should meet the following

requirements:
1. The minimum requirements set forth in Section .100; and
2. Either:

1. has served two years as a felony-level prosecutor; or
2. has served two years as a public defender defending felony-level
cases; or
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3. has been trial counsel alone or with other trial counsel and handled
a significant portion of the trial in five felony cases that have been
submitted to a jury.

3. Adult Felony Cases - Class B Violent Offense or Sexual Offense. Each attorney
representing a defendant accused of a Class B violent offense or sexual offense as
defined in RCW 9A.20.020 should meet the following requirements:

1. The minimum requirements set forth in Section .100; and
2. Either:
1. has served one year as a felony-level prosecutor; or
2. has served on year as a public defender defending felony-level
cases; or
3. has been trial counsel alone or with other counsel and handled a
significant portion of the trial in two Class-C felony cases that
have been submitted to a jury.

4. Adult Felony Cases - All other Class B Felonies, Class C Felonies, Probation or
Parole Revocation. Each attorney representing a defendant accused of a Class B
felony not defined in (c¢) above or a Class C felony, as defined in RCW
9A.20.020, or involved in a probation or parole revocation hearing should meet
the following requirements:

1. The minimum requirements set forth in Section .100, and
2. Either:
1. has served one year as a prosecutor; or
2. has served one year as a public defender; or
3. has been trial counsel alone or with other trial counsel and handled
a significant portion of the trial in two criminal cases that have
been submitted to a jury; and
3. Each attorney should be accompanied at his or her first felony trial by a
supervisor, or another otherwise qualified public defender.

5. Juvenile Cases - Class A. Each attorney representing a juvenile accused of a Class

A felony should meet the following requirements:
1. The minimum requirements set forth in .100, and
2. Either:
1. has served one year as a prosecutor; or
2. has served one year as a public defender; or
3. has been trial counsel alone of record in five juvenile Class B and
Class C felony trials; and
3. Each attorney should be accompanied at his or her first juvenile trial by a
supervisor, or another otherwise qualified public defender.

6. Juvenile Cases - Classes B and C. Each attorney representing a juvenile accused

of a Class A or C felony should meet the following requirements:
1. The minimum requirements set forth in Section .100, and
2. Either:
1. has served one year as a prosecutor; or
2. has served one year as a public defender; or
3. has been trial counsel alone of record in five misdemeanor cases
brought to a final resolution; and
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3. Each attorney should be accompanied at his or her first juvenile trial by a
supervisor, or another otherwise qualified public defender.

7. Misdemeanor Cases. Each attorney representing a defendant involved in a matter
concerning a gross misdemeanor or condition of confinement, should meet the
requirements as outlined in Section .100.

8. Dependency Cases. Each attorney representing a client in a dependency matter
shall meet the following requirements:

1. The minimum requirements as outlined in Section .100; and

2. Attorneys handling termination hearings shall have six months
dependency experience or have significant experience in handling
complex litigation.

.120 Disposition of client complaints.

Client complaints shall be addressed and handled as dictated in the contract if any for
services contemplated in this ordinance. Should the contract conflict with this section or
is silent as to disposition of client complaints, or no contract is in existence, this section
shall govern. Client complaints received by any non-defender County official, employee
or other attorney should be directed to the Board of County Commissioners who will
forward the complaint to the subject attorney. The attorney shall respond to the
complaint, providing a copy of or report detailing the response and resolution, if any of
the complaint. If the attorney receives a client complaint, the attorney shall forward a
copy of or report the subject of the complaint to the Board of County Commissioners and
shall respond to the complaint, also providing a copy of or report detailing the response
and resolution if any of the complaint. If the client feels that he or she has not received
an adequate response, the public defender shall direct the client to the Board of County
Commissioners who will hear the complaint and any response by the public defender.
The Board of County Commissioners will forward all information regarding the
unresolved complaint to the judicial officer presiding over the case, if any. The judicial
officer shall review the complaint and take any action deemed appropriate by the judicial
officer, including re-assigning the case to another public defender and/or meeting with
the Board of County Commissioners and/or the subject defender for attempted resolution
regarding the complaint. The attorney shall reply to any complaint within one week of
receipt of the complaint or as soon as practicable thereafter. Unresolved complaints
shall be responded to by the judicial officer within one week of receipt of the unresolved
complaint or as soon as practicable thereafter.

.130 Cause for removal of attorney.

Including and in addition to any termination rights contained in any contract, termination
of a contract or conflict attorney shall be allowed for good cause. Good cause shall
include the failure of the attorney to render adequate representation to clients; the willful
disregard of the rights and best interests of the client; and the willful disregard of the
standards herein addressed. Excessive client complaints, violation of any rule, ordinance,
statute or law may result in removal of attorney. The representation in an individual case
establishes an inviolable attorney-client relationship. Removal of counsel from
representation therefore normally should not occur over the objection of the attorney and
the client.
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.140 Non-discrimination.

Neither the court or the County, in its selection of an attorney to provide public defense
representation, nor the attorneys selected, in their hiring practices or in their
representation of clients, shall discriminate on the grounds of race, color, religion,
national origin, age, marital status, sex, sexual orientation, veteran status, disability,
handicap or any other legally protected status. The County, court and the attorney shall
comply with all federal, state, and local non-discrimination requirements.

.150 Effective date and expiration date.

This ordinance shall take effect immediately and shall not expire until formally amended
or repealed by legislative action.

.160 Severability.

If any provision of this chapter or its application to any person or circumstance is held

invalid, the remainder of this chapter or the application of the provisions to other persons
or circumstances is not affected.

Passed and Adopted by the Board of Columbia County Commissioners, at a meeting
thereof this 16™ day of March, 2009.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER
COLUMBIA COUNTY, WASHINGTON
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Charles G. Reeves,

Attest:
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